Acquired epileptic aphasia. Diagnostic aspects of progressive language loss in preschool children.
A case of acquired epileptic aphasia presenting as language delay and hyperactivity is presented and clinical aspects reviewed. Acquired epileptic aphasia is a diffuse neurologic process of unknown etiology that presents in preschool children. Although progressive language loss and seizures are the major manifestations, deficits in attention and socialization may be noted. The electroencephalogram is usually diagnostic. While almost all (80%) children develop seizures, approximately half present as language delay without seizures. Recognition of the progressive and global nature of the language dysfunction may permit earlier diagnosis and intervention.